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BOOK REVIEWS 121 

Cicero, is pardonable in a book of popular type, but it easily leads to over- 
statement: "In einer Zeit ohne sittliche, religiose, politische Ideale, in einem 
Staate, dessen Formen mit seinem Wesen und seinen wahren Aufgaben in 
lacherlichem Widerspruche standen, waren blaues Blut, rotes Gold, scharfes 
Eisen die Zaubermittel jedes Erfolges." 

The book is very well printed, and has a register of proper names and maps. 
It is a historical-psychological composite sketch of several interesting personal- 
ities and is presumably intended for those who do not know Latin. 

J. S. Galbraiih 
Williams College 



Selected Letters of Pliny. Edited by G. B. Allen. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1915. Pp. 150, 12 mo. 

This neat little volume was put together for the help of students preparing 
for Pass Moderations at Oxford. The selections accordingly fill only about 
fifty pages of text, and the notes are made as brief as possible. Some of them 
therefore lack precision of accuracy, but on the whole they are well done for 
their purpose. The Introduction also is ample and well written, while the 
letters chosen for inclusion are all among the most interesting of Pliny's com- 
positions. The book may very reasonably find a place in school or college 
classes where a short selection from the Letters is desired. 

One interesting point in Mr. Allen's discussion of the "persecution" of the 
Christians in Bithynia invites comment. He thinks that the testimony of 
the perverts from the Christian faith ought not to be accepted as evidence that 
the Christians had given up the Agape, but only that the witnesses themselves 
had done so. But Pliny says (Ep. x. 96) that of this class of accused persons, 
all of whom finally confessed that they had once been Christians, but had 
discontinued their affiliation, some had ceased to be Christians long before the 
investigation. This would certainly imply that others of the number were 
in no such good legal case, but had recently abandoned their faith, perhaps 
had disclaimed it this moment for the first time, under stress of the threatened 
punishment. The words quod ipsum in § 7 of course can apply only to the 
Agape (one would expect the plural quae omnia, or the like, and hardly ipsum, 
if the entire body of usages was meant to be included under the relative; 
quod ipsum must mean "which particular act," and not "which customs, 
innocent though they were"); and it is not reasonable to suppose that the 
accused would plead in extenuation that they themselves had given up the 
Agape after the publication of the governor's edict forbidding hetaeriae, if 
they could plead that their entire connection with the church had been sur- 
rendered before the prohibition. Evidently the witnesses who claimed quod 
ipsum facere desisse post edictum meum were still members of the church at 
the date of the edict, and therefore were competent witnesses to any action 
of the church at that time, and not incompetent through earlier withdrawal, 
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as Mr. Allen appears to claim. And as their testimony about the Agape is 
given as a part of their statement about the general usages of the church, 
without any professed limitation at the end to their own personal action (Pliny 
does not say anything like quod se tamen ipsosfacere desisse), it is but reasonable 
to conclude that the testimony by these competent witnesses was that the 
church suspended the Agape upon the issuance of the edict. 

_____ E - T - M - 

Einhard's Life of Charlemagne. Latin Text, edited with Intro- 
ductions and Notes by H. W. Garrod and R. B. Mowat. 
i2mo, pp. lix+38+44. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1915. 
25. 6d. net. 
The history of Charlemagne is of marked interest to the classicist on 
account of the emperor's devotion to letters, and the widespread influence of 
his "Palace School," in which Einhard was a shining light. Einhard's biog- 
raphy of his imperial patron and friend is not infrequently praised as the finest 
literary product of his time. The present editors call it " the literary master- 
piece of the Middle Ages." This estimate is probably just enough, but it may 
with equal justice appear to the reader that, if this be so, the Middle Ages were 
a waste profound as far as literature is concerned. Einhard's evident model 
in composition is Suetonius — specifically the life of Augustus. Even his 
Latinity is greatly influenced by that writer. The life of Charlemagne would 
be more interesting linguistically if this were not the case, if Einhard's Latin 
were not so scholastically formed, but exhibited more of the everyday style of 
his period. 

The editors have for the first time made easily accessible a good text of 
this most interesting document, competently equipped with introductions and 
notes for the reading of the ordinary student. Out of the three families into 
which the MSS appear to be properly classified they have selected the best 
representatives (one each of classes A and C, two of class B), of which they 
give the variant readings at the foot of the text-pages. This eclectic process is 
certainly justified, for the variants rarely exhibit anything but orthographical 
peculiarities. On their brief life of the author two small comments may be 
permitted. A recent writer has shown reason to doubt the earlier accepted 
statement that "by 821 a copy of Einhard's work had already found a place 
in the Library of the monastery of Sindleozes-Auva"; and the pagus qui 
dicitur Moingeuui, in which the prologue of Walafrid says Einhard was born, 
was perhaps not a village, but a countryside (Gau). 

It hardly seems necessary to impugn the good faith of Einhard because of 
his omissions in certain parts of his narrative. The account of the Spanish 
expedition with the disaster "at Roncesvalles" may serve as an example. 
Important elements that appeal to the historian are disregarded by Einhard. 
But there seems no good reason for believing them to have been deliberately 



